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IN-DEPTH INTERVIEW

(Visit 13 – Final Clinic Visit)
NOTE:  CAPITALIZED TEXT IS FOR INTERVIEWER ORIENTATION, NOT TO BE READ TO PARTICIPANT.

INTRODUCTION:
Before we start, I want to thank you once again for your participation in this study. Your participation may contribute to better understand issues relevant to the health of many men and women.   

As you know, people have not used the products in their rectum before this study.  It is for that reason that we are very interested in the opinions that people like you, the first to try the products, have about it.

Some of the issues we will talk about today are sensitive, but I want you to know that I conduct many interviews on sexual behavior and there are few things I have not heard before. I also want to remind you that everything we talk about today will be completely confidential.  In fact, you don’t need to give us your name or you can use a pseudonym (a made-up name) to protect your identity.  

We will audiotape our conversation just to help me remember what we discussed, but your name or identifying information will not appear anywhere. All audio recordings will be kept on a password-protected computer at the researchers’ offices in New York, and only the study staff will be able to access them.  We have procedures in place to protect your confidentiality.  The audio recordings will be transcribed (put in writing) by the person interviewing you or by another person.  Neither the interviewer nor the transcriber will have any identifying information about you.  Any names that might be mentioned on the recording will NOT be written down.  The audio recordings will be destroyed as soon as they are transcribed and the transcripts have been checked for accuracy, but no later than two months from the time you are interviewed.  Do you have any questions?  
Do you agree to continue with the interview?  [IF NO, THANK THE PARTICIPANT FOR HIS OR HER TIME AND INFORM THE STUDY COORDINATOR; IF YES, CONTINUE WITH INTERVIEW GUIDE.]

You have filled in two questionnaires.  First, you gave us very important information about your usual behavior concerning rectal hygiene, lubricant use, sexual activity, etc.  Next, you responded to some questions after you finished using the product. I have reviewed your answers very carefully.  Now, we have the opportunity to go into more detail on some of the issues you reported in the questionnaires, as well as other issues that may be important for us to understand the perspectives of people who may use these products in the future. 

I want to remind you that everything we talk about today will be completely confidential.  I also want you to know that, as part of my job, I conduct interviews on sexual behavior very frequently and that there are few things about sex that I have not heard before.  

QUESTIONS:

1. ASSOCIATIONS BETWEEN BASELINE BEHAVIOR, STUDY REQUIREMENTS, AND LIKELIHOOD OF MICROBICIDE USE IN THE FUTURE
1.1. In your responses to the initial questionnaire, you reported that you (do/do not) usually use rectal enemas, and also that you (do/do not) use rectal lubricants.  Based on that prior behavior, please tell me what it was like to use enemas and lubricants as required by this study.
1.1.1. WOMEN ONLY:  In your response to the initial questionnaire, you reported that you (do/do not) usually use vaginal douches. In your opinion, how do you think rectal douches would compare to vaginal douches.
1.2. You also mentioned that you have anal sex with (frequency/little frequency) with (one/multiple) partners, and that you use condoms (consistently/inconsistently).  Based on that, how do you feel about the possibility of there being a rectal microbicide available like the one you used in this study?
1.3. You also mentioned that you (frequently/infrequently) use lubricants for anal intercourse.  Based on that, how easy or difficult do you think it might be for you to use a microbicide like the one you used for this study each time you have anal intercourse?


1.4. You also mentioned that you (use/do not use) substances (alcohol/drugs).  How do you anticipate that substance use prior to sexual intercourse may affect your likelihood of using a product?

2. REVIEW OF EXPERIENCES USING THE STUDY PRODUCT
2.1. I have reviewed your ratings on the product’s physical characteristics, the method of application, applicator itself.  Now, please tell me in detail what your experience was like using the product that we are testing in this study. 


PROBES

2.1.1. How did it go the first time?

2.1.2. How did things change in the following applications?

2.1.3. What was it like at the end of the trial week?

2.1.4. What did you like the most about your experience using this product?

2.1.5. What did you like the least about your experience using this product?
2.1.6. You were neither required nor expected to use this product during sex, but in case you did, please tell me how it went. 
2.1.6.1. Did you use condoms during anal sex while using the product?
FOR PARTICIPANTS WITH REGULAR SEXUAL PARTNER: 

2.1.7. Did you discuss with your partner that you were participating in this study? 

2.1.8. What was your partner’s reaction? 

2.1.9. How willing do you think he would be to have you use this product when you are having sex with each other?
FOR PARTICIPANTS WITH OCCASIONAL SEXUAL PARTNERS: 

2.1.10. If this product were available and offered you some protection against HIV transmission, would you use it with your occasional sexual partners, i.e., one night stands or fuck buddies? 

2.1.11. Would you tell them you are using this product? 

2.1.12. Why would you (not) tell them? 

2.1.13. How do you think they may react? 

2.1.14. What would you do in response to their reaction?
2.2. In the first questionnaire you filled (baseline), you indicated that your likelihood of using a product like this in the future was (RATING).  After you used the products in the trial, your new ratings of your likelihood to use it in the future were (higher/lower/the same).  Please explain to me why this was the case.

2.3. If a gel were available that contributed to provide some protection against HIV, and it looked like the one you used in this study, how do you think it may influence your use of condoms?

3. SEXUAL CONTEXT OF FUTURE MICROBICIDE USE

In order to understand the scenarios in which you or someone like you might use a microbicide like this, I would like you to tell me a little bit more about your sexual behavior.

3.1. Tell me about the last time you had receptive anal sex.  Please give me a ‘play-by-play:” the who, what, when, where, why, and how it came about? 

[PROBES:]

3.1.1
Who were you with?  Tell me about your partner. 


3.1.2
How long have you known each other?


3.1.3 
How old is he?


3.1.4 
What’s his ethnic background?


3.1.5 
What’s his sexual orientation? What about you?


3.1.6 
What kind of relationship do you have with this person?



[IF A ONE-TIME PARTNER, SKIP TO 3.1.9]

3.1.7 
What kinds of sexual acts do you typically do with each other?


3.1.8 
What are your likes and dislikes when it comes to sex with this partner?


3.1.9 
Who initiated anal sex?


3.1.10 
How did you feel about that?


3.1.11 
How did your partner feel?


3.1.12 
Was there a need for one of you to pressure the other to have anal sex?  



[IF YES:] Tell me more about that.


3.1.13 
What other kinds of sex, if any, did you and your partner do? Oral sex?

3.2 
Now let’s talk about other recent receptive anal sex experiences.  Tell me about other sexual partners you had recently, especially those who penetrated you.  WOMEN ONLY:  Now let’s talk about other recent anal sex experiences.  Tell me about other sexual partners you had recently.   
3.3 
How is anal sex different for you when you are with different partners? 


[PROBES:]


3.3.1
How much is anal sex part of what you usually do sexually? 


3.3.2 
What are your likes and dislikes about anal sex?

3.3.3
What affects whether or not you have anal sex with a partner?


3.3.4
Who typically initiates anal sex, you or your partner?


[IF PARTICIPANT INITIATES SOMETIMES OR USUALLY, ASK:]



How do different partners react to anal sex?

3.4 
MEN ONLY:  Let’s talk about sexual roles.


3.4.1 
Are you more likely to penetrate or to be penetrated?  What determines that?

3.4.2 
For you, what are the differences between penetrating or to being penetrated?


3.4.3 
How does your anal sex behavior change according to the partner you are with?



a.
What makes you become “top” or “bottom” in different circumstances?



b. 
What about other men?

  
c. 
What characteristics in your partner may lead you to take a top or bottom role?

3.4.4 
What do the terms “bottom” or “top” mean to you?

a. 
What different views are there about people who are penetrated vs. those who penetrate?

b. 
What is your feeling about people who are only top or only bottom?


3.4.5 
What is your opinion of people who are “versatile”?

3.5
Let’s talk about feelings. 


3.5.1. 
Overall, how pleasurable is anal sex for you, physically and emotionally? For your partner? 


3.5.2 
How important is anal sex for you among all the different things you do sexually?


3.5.3 
Tell me about orgasm and anal sex.


3.5.4 
Many different emotions can be associated with anal sex, and for different people it has different meanings.  For you, what emotions lead to sex, and happen during and after?  [PROBE IF PARTICIPANT DOES NOT UNDERSTAND QUESTION]  For some, part of the emotional background of having anal sex is a sense of risk-taking, or forbidden fruit; others find it sexually very exciting; still others feel a sense of intimacy, or vulnerability are part of anal sex for them. 



3.5.4.1.
What about your partner?


3.5.5 
How does the meaning or emotions you associate with anal sex differ, if at all, from the meaning of vaginal sex?


3.5.6 
How do your feelings for your partner influence whether or not you choose to have anal sex?


3.5.7 
How do you feel when your sexual partner is more or less interested than you are in having anal sex?

3.6 
About ejaculation... 


3.6.1 
How important is it for you to ejaculate or receive ejaculate inside the rectum as opposed to ejaculating outside?

3.6.2 
What is the meaning of ejaculation in the rectum for you?


3.6.3 
What are your preferences in terms of ejaculation?

3.6.4 
MEN ONLY:  What about “barebacking”? [IF PARTCIPANT DOES NOT KNOW THE WORD, DEFINE:], Barebacking is intentional anal intercourse without condoms in risky circumstances.
4.
SEXUAL ATTITUDES
 
We’re also interested in people’s general attitudes towards anal sex.

4.1 
How much do you talk about anal sex with other people?


[IF ANY DISCUSSION WITH OTHERS, PROBE:]


4.1.1
Who are the people you talk with about anal sex?  Men? Women? Gay, straight, or bi?


4.1.2 
What do you talk about?


4.1.3 
Does safer sex or condom use come up?

4.2 
How do you think most people feel about talking about anal sex?  Why?

4.3
How do you feel about people who do not practice anal sex?

4.4
What leads some people to refuse to have anal sex?


5.
STD’S


Let’s talk about HIV transmission and other STDs.

5.1 
How safe do you think anal sex is compared to other sexual practices when it comes to sexually transmitted diseases?

5.1.1
How safe is anal sex when it comes to HIV?

5.1.2
Given your usual sexual behavior, what are your feelings about the likelihood of your becoming HIV infected?

5.1.3
How much does HIV infection worry you?

5.1.4
How important is it for you to avoid infection?

5.1.5
How does the current availability of HIV specific medications affect your concerns about HIV?

5.2
Given your usual sexual behavior, what is the likelihood of your contracting an STD? 

[IF ANY LIKELIHOOD, PROBE:] Any STD in particular?



5.2.1 
Given the available treatments for STDs, how concerned are you about catching an STD?


5.2.2
To what degree is it your responsibility to prevent someone else from catching a STD or HIV?

6. 
 CONDOMS
6.1 
What are your feelings about condoms?


6.11 
How have your feelings changed according to different types of condoms you may have used?

6.12 
What have your partners’ reactions been to condom use?

6.2 
What difficulties, if any, do you experience using condoms?

6.3 
How good is your will power to be safe in terms of sexual behavior?


6.3.1 
How do you feel “the morning after” when you have had unprotected anal sex?


6.3.2 
How much pleasure do you get or think you could get from unprotected anal sex?

6.3.3 
How does this compare to anal sex with a condom?

7.
LUBRICANTS
7.1 
What is the role of your partner’s preference in terms of the amount of lubricant?  What do you prefer?

7.2 
What difficulties, if any, have you encountered in the past?


7.2.1 
What makes it difficult to use a lubricant when you are having anal sex? 


7.2.2
What side effects, if any, have you had when using lubricants?

7.2.3
What partner reactions have you observed when using lubricants?  Any resistance?

7.2.4
Tell me about times when you did not use a lubricant and the reasons for it.

That’s the end of the interview!  Is there anything we haven’t asked you about that you think we should have?  Anything you feel is missing?  Anything we should be asked about in a different way?  Any other questions or comments?
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