MTN 021 Qualitative Interview Guide: Final Study Visit

Opening statements:  Thank you for taking time to talk with me.  As you may remember, my name is _____.  As part of our research to understand young women’s experiences being in the microbicide gel study, we are asking some participants to complete an in-depth interview with us.  This gives us an opportunity to get feedback on being in the study and using the gel in a more informal way than through the computer-based interviews. The interview will take no more than 45 minutes but feel free to let me know if you need a break at any time.  You can also stop the interview if you do not want to continue the discussion. Before we begin do you have any questions?
	Domain
	Themes or Subdomains
	Prompt Question
	Sample Probes

	Study experience

	General overview of participant’s experience with study participation
	You were asked to be interviewed because you decided to participate in the XXX study.  Could you talk to me about what it was like to be in this study?
	· What did you like best about the study?

· What did you like least about it?

· What part of the study was most challenging for you?

· What part of the study was easiest for you?

· What do you see as the drawbacks to the study?

· Did you ever think about dropping out? If so, why?
· If you were designing a similar study how would you do it?

· Do you think you were in the tenofovir gel group or the placebo gel group? Why?

· Would you participate in a study like this one in the future? If so, why? If not, why not?

· Describe your experiences with the study and clinic staff?

	Communication with others

	1. Discussions with parents
2. Discussions with other family members
3. Discussions with partners

4. Discussions with friends

	During the study, what did you tell your parents?
During the study, what did you tell other family members?

During the study, what did you tell your partner?

During the study, what did you tell your friends?
	· Did you ask parents/family/partner/friends for advice? If so, what did you ask about?

· Did you discuss challenges of the study with parents/family/partner/friends? If so, what did you discuss?
· Did you talk about things you learned from the study with parents/family/partner/friends? If so, what did you talk about?
· Did you talk about side-effects from the gel with parents/family/partner/friends? If so, what did you talk about?
· If you had a sexual partner during the study, what was your partner’s reaction to the study? To the gel?  What did you tell your partner(s)?
· Sometimes it is possible to use the gel and/or tablets without your partner noticing. What was your experience with this?

	Acceptability and Adherence

	1. Experiences using the gel; challenges, strategies, reactions.
2. Effects of adherence support on gel use.
	Tell me about your experience using the gel.
What are some of things the study did that helped you remember to use the gel?
	· What are the things you liked about the gel? What are the things you disliked?  
· We realize it is not easy to use the gel every day. What were some of the things that made using it difficult or challenging for you?  What were some of the things that helped you use it? 
· How many times each month would you say that you used the gel?

· What would you tell a friend about using the gel?

· How did you feel about receiving text message questions and reminders about the gel? 
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