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*Summary of the Be the Generation Bridge 
and MTN Transgender consultation in May 
2013 

*Trans People and HIV 

*Trans People & Rectal Microbicides  

*Trans People’s Needs 

*Recommendations 

*Conclusions 

*Questions 
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*HIV infection in Trans communities 
*Involvement of Trans communities in 
biomedical HIV prevention 

*Issues related to including Trans people 
in rectal microbicide research 

*Role of Trans women and Trans men in 
this research 

*Future engagement – Think tank about 
Trans people in microbicide research 
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• There is very little scientific data about trans people 

and HIV infection   
• The social context of living as trans is very rarely 

addressed in HIV research  
• HIV drivers in trans people:  transphobia, sex work, 

violence, social stigma & substance abuse 
• Sexual behavior and labeling of trans people in HIV 

research is a problem – inconsistent and inappropriate 
language  

• Why trans people want to “disappear” 
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• Very few biomedical HIV studies even include trans 

people or take into account the challenges of our lives 
• Too many studies conflate trans people with gay men 

and other men who have sex with men (MSM) 
• The trans experience is complex and should not be 

simplified 
• What are the specific benefits to trans people using 

rectal microbicides?  Why should we do it? 
• What will microbicides do to us?  Will they impact 

hormone use? 
• The use of media and advertisement to target Trans 

people is an important consideration…   
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• We need to stop the pathologization of our 

community  
• Consideration of the social context & 

challenges of our lives. 
• Address social stigma 
• Normalize our community 
• Human rights issue 
• Holistic care, not just as HIV study 

participants  
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*Understand the needs of the local population 

*Use Community Participatory Research 

*Look at the entire picture – take a holistic view 

*Use peer based models in all aspects of rectal 
microbicide work for trans people 

*Mean what you say and say what you mean 

*Invest in our community 

*Open opportunities 

*Seek continuous education in this topic 

*Develop inclusive policies 
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*Involve trans people in microbicide research, 
as research participants and more! 

*Respect our experiences  
*Validate our existence within society 
*Know that we are a diverse community, one 
model does not fit all 

* Continued engagement with trans people 
about rectal microbicides is extremely 
important 

*Include trans people in the development of 
studies and more 
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